
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

The headquarters of Boots the Chemist is a 
P.O. box in Switzerland.  

No staff, no building, just a small post box. 

They do this to dodge £86 million in tax. Last 
year they made £600 million in profit. The 
money they owe could pay for 1300 NHS 

doctors or 3000 teachers. 
 

MPs need to tighten up tax laws and get more of 
the £12 billion a year avoided by big business. The 
government is talking about cuts. We think it’s time 

to talk tough to greedy bosses.  
Tell the CEO, Andy Hornby, what you think at 

andy.hornby@allianceboots.com  
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At the same time as making massive cuts to public 
services, this government is letting rich individuals 
and corporations avoid billions of pounds of tax.  
 
According to a HMRC estimate around £42 billion 
was avoided in 2008-2009. Many big companies 
use tax havens to avoid hundreds of millions in tax, 
including AstraZenaca, Barclays, Boots, Diego, 
Lloyds TSB, Shell, and Tesco. In the case of Boots, 
the private Equity firm that took it over also got a 
Government tax break on loans, encouraging the 
buy up of British businesses. Since the takeover the 
company has increased profits, broken with ethical 
employment standards and attacked the working 
conditions of Boots employees.  
 
The Sheffield Equality Group supports the 
campaign against tax avoidance because, as set 
out in the book “The Spirit Level”, reducing the gap 
between the richest and poorest benefits us all. 
This gap has increased over the last two decades, 
causing a range of social and health problems. 
Most people want a more equal society, and fair 
taxation is one way of doing that.  
 
www.SheffieldEqualityTrust.org.uk 
sheffieldequality@gmail.com 
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