
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To cover the deficit caused by the recession the Government 

is cutting spending, because they do not want to borrow more 

or raise taxes. These cuts are not evenly shared. As some 

areas are not having their budgets cut, half the cuts are falling 

on just two areas: Local Government and Benefit Support. 

Half of all the spending Local Government controls goes on  

Social Care. This means that, whatever the intention, cuts 

are being targeted at the most vulnerable in society. 

 

You are invited to a public meeting on the impact of  

welfare reform and cuts in Sheffield 

7pm-9pm, Tuesday 6th May 

Sheffield Quaker Meeting House, St James St. 

(Refreshments from 6:30pm) 
 

Dr Simon Duffy (Centre for Welfare Reform) will present 

evidence on the cumulative impact of cuts, showing how those in 

poverty or relying on social care are being hardest hit. 
 

Frances Potter (Sheffield Citizens Advice Bureau) will talk about 

the impact of welfare reform and cuts on people in Sheffield. 
 

Speakers will then be joined on a “Question Time” panel by: 

  Cllr Mahzer Iqbal     Sarah Jane Smalley 
(Sheffield Labour Party)        (Sheffield Green Party) 

 
 
 

Questions and comments from the audience will be welcome. 

sheffieldequality.wordpress.com 

07956 384142 

Listen Up! 
(Sheffield Diocese project giving voice to those affected by welfare reform) 

 



 

It was a struggle before on a 
subsistence income but he is finding it 
harder now. He states that during the 
summer months he has been “foraging in the 
woods for food” such as fruit to eat as he can’t afford to 
buy it. Graham’s cooker is broken and he has no money to replace 
it. He states that he is dreading the winter as he will not be able to afford 
to heat his property and the pain and stiffness in his joints will worsen. Graham did 

receive a Discretionary Housing Payment initially but on repeat application due to 
hardship this has been drastically reduced to £5 per week to the end of September. Graham 
has a bank loan that he can no longer afford to repay since being made redundant. He is finding it 
hard to come to terms with having to move to a different property. He has lived in his current home for 
most of his life and cared for both his parents there. Overall, Graham is finding it much harder to cope than before. 
He has lost weight and now suffers with depression and is fearful of the winter months. He states that if life carries on as now 
his life expectancy will be only a few years more and he will not make it to retirement age. 
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